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H OLL INGBQUHN  RURiA*  DISTRICT^* 


Report  of  the  Medioal  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  Year  ended 

December  31st  1945* 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hollingbourn  Rural  District 

Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Condition  of  the  Hollingbourn  Rural  District,  for  the  yoar  1945. 

In  scope  and  extent  this  report  is  similar  to  the  condensed 
reports  which  have  appoarod  during  the  war  years,  for  economy  in 
labour  and  material  is  still  necessary,  but  the  amount  of  work  which 
has  to  be  rocordcd  is  great.  The  end  of  hostilities  has  brought  a 
frosh  sot  of  problems  for  Local  Authorities  to  deal  with  and  new 
diffioultios  to  be  overcome.  This  is  particularly  true  of  a Rural 
District  Council,  for  the  betterment  of  health  and  living  conditions 
in  rural  aroas  is  a necessity  which  must  be  met,  if  the  continuance 
of  rural  life  and  the  establishment  of  a stable  and  prosperous 
agricultural  industry,  on  which  national  survival  depends,  is  to  b;, 
sccurod.  The  end  of  the  war  has  left  us  face  to  face  with  the 
essential  problems  of  securing  for  the  population,  both  urban  and 
rural,  the  basic  requirements  of  housing,  water  supply,  lighting, 
heating  and  sanitation  and  in  these  benefits  the  rural  areas  must 
share,  for  it  is  on  the  rural  areas  and  their  produots  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  urban  populations  depends. 

Of  these  basic  needs,  the  greatest  at  present  is  housing,  with 
adequate  water  supplies  and  other  essential  services  such  as  electricity 
hard  behind.  If  the  rural  areas  arc  not  to  bo  denuded  of  their 

workers  and  if  the  drift  to  the  towns  which  was  so  notable  a feature 
of  the  pre-war  years,  is  to  be  chocked,  rural  conditions  must  be  mado 
comparable  to  urban,  for  the  working  man  and  more  particularly  for 
his  wife  and  children.  In  this  tsk,  the  Rural  District  Councils, 
have  a groat  part  to  play  and  Local  Government  - genuinely  local, 
with  increased  co-operation  between  the  authorities,  rural  and  urban, 
can  contribute  greatly  to  thw  solution  of  this  vital  problem. 

In  the  past  year,  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  has,  on  the 
whole  been  good.  There  have  been  no  major  epidemics  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  a complete  absence  of  notifications 
of  diphtheria,  while  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  numbered  but  ten. 

In  spite  of  the  difficulties  of  labour  and  material  and  the  calls 
for  the  immediate  repair  of  war  damage,  which  placed  so  much 
additional  work  on  the  staff  of  the  He  1th  Department,  there  has 
been  considerable  progress  in  the  improvement  of  housing  and  other 
measures  for  the  maintenance  of  health,  though  overcrowding  and  the 
shortage  of  hospital  beds,  especially  for  the  admission  of  chronic 
cases,  have  been  a source  of  anxiety. 

I should  like  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  consideration  I have 
received  at  all  times  from  the  Council  and  my  colleagues  on  the  Staff 
of  your  Authority,  and 

I have  tho  Honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

P.  Jacob  Gaffikin. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

13,  Tonbridge  Road, 

Maidstone.  September  15th  1946. 
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SECTION  "A" 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  cf  the  Area. 
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Estimated  Resident  Population,  1945 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1945) 

Ac c c r d i ng  to  Rate  Bo ok s . 
Rateable  Value . ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  Rate...  ... 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

• • • • • • 

• • • i • « 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • # 

Total. 

56,710  Acres. 
14,200 

4,524 
£80,462 
£572. 15s. 4d. 

Male.  Female . 

Live  Births.  Legitimate 

192 

105 

87 

Illegitimate 

23 

14 

9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  R,,s 

ident  Population 

15*1. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female, 

Still  Births 

' 4 

2 

* 2 ' 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Births  (Live  and  St I 

11)  18*3. 

Deaths . 

Total . 

Male. 

Female . 

Deaths . 

168 

93 

75 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  res 

ident  population 

11*8. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 

General’s  Short  List):- 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000  tot al 
( Li  ve  ancP  St  ill'  ‘Bir  tKs ) 


No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

No.  30.  Other  puerperal  Causes.  1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age:- 

A 11  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants,  p^r  1,000  live  births 

Deaths  from  Measles.  (^11  ages)  . ..  

Cancer . (nil  — geS ) . . . ...  ... 

Whooping  Cough  (nil  ..ages)  

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  ago 


SECTION  »B» 

Ge nor al  provisions  cf  Health  Services  in  the  j?Ga . 
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41*9 
56  • 5 
86  • 9 

Nil 

16 

Nil 

Nil 


In  the  Hollingbourn  Rural  District,  the  Font  County  Council  provides 
such  services  as  clinics  end  treatment  centres  and  tho  County  Council  is 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  authority.  Under  the  Education  .it 
cf  1944,  the  school  medical  service  and  the  treatment  of  school  children 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Education  Authority.  Immunisation 
against  diphtheria  is  still  the  responsibility  cf  the  Local  nuthority, 
except  that  for  children  under  5 years  cf  age,  it  is  entrusted  to  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  authority,  in  this  case  the  County  Council, 
so  that  ’.to  have  the  somewhat  absurd  situation  of  one  ..authority  being 
concerned  with  tho  immunisation  of  children  under  5 and  the  other  with 
those  over  that  ago.  However  this  difficulty  has  been  overcome  by 
the  exercise  of  a little  common-sense  and  the  Rural  District  Council 
arranges  for  the  immunisation  of  all  the  children  and  the  cost  is 
apportioned  bet’.veen  the  two  Councils  concerned  according  to  the  age 
of  the  children.  The  treatment  of  scabies  is  the  responsibility  of 
tho  Rural  District  Council  and  in  this  we  have  had  the  help  of  tho 
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Scabies  Centro  which  has  boon  established  in  the  Borough  of  Maidstone. 
I hold  that  such  mutual  assistance  and  co-operation  is  needed  in  many 
of  the  activities  of  Local  authorities  and  that  it  would  be  productive 
of  greater  efficiency  if  sanitary  responsibilities  were  undertaken  by 
a combination  of  authorities  in  a workable  and  geographically 
convenient  area,  rather  than  by  the  Location  of  all  such  functions 
to  a remote  and  unwieldy  body  such  ae  ;ho  County  Council. 


SECTION  "C;1 


bar.it ary  Circumstances  of  the  .urea. 

V/at or . Far  parts  of  the  Rural  District,  the  provision  of  adequate 
and  safe  water  supplies  is  a difficult  problem.  x.  considerable 
proportion  of  the  area  is  served  by  the  Water  Companies  operating  in 
the  district  and  the  supplies  furnished  by  these  Companies  have  proved 
ample  in  quantity  and  of  excellent  quality.  Regular  bacteriological 
and  chemical  analyses  of  the  supplies  have  bc^n  made  and  the  results 
are  consistently  good.  In  fact,  in  the  areas  supplied  from  the 
Companies  sources,  the  water  has  berni  satisfactory  and  I can  only 
hope  that  it  may  be  possible  to  extend  the  piped  supplies  to  those  areas 
not  at  present  so  served.  For  the  remainder  of  the  district, 
supplies  are  taken  from  wells,  springs  and  ponds  and  for  thm  most  part 
those  supplies  arc  not  satisfactory  and  only  a few  can  be  regarded  as 
safe.  In  the  higher  ports  of  the  district,  the  position  is  even  less 
satisfactory  for  there  are  many  places  in  which  the  inhabitants  are 
dependent  on  rain  water  collected  from  the  roofs  and  this  supply  has 
been  insufficient  at  times.  L good  and  safe  water  supply  to  all 
parts  of  the  area  is  on.  of  the  first  health  requirements  and  I hope 
that  it  will  not  be  long  before  an  oxtonsion  of  the  public  supplies 
to  all  parts  of  the  district  will  bo  possible. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage.  Concomitant  with  the  nc^d  for  an  improved 
water  supply  is  the.  nood  for  improved  drainage  and  sewerage.  Schemes 
for  the  provision  of  sowers  and  sewage  disposal  have  had  to  be 
shelved  during  the  war  but  it  is  to  bo  hoped  that  the  termin',  tion 
of  hostilities  will  allow  of  some  at  ast  of  these  coming  into 
fruition.  Cess-pits  and  the  emptying  thereof  provide  a major 
difficulty  and  the  provision  of  the  necessary  facilities  by  the  Council 
is  very  much  to  bo  desired. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  No  further  action  to  prevent  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams  in  the  district  has  been  possible  during  .the  year 
and  serious  pollution  docs  occur.  This  is  a particular  source  of 
anxiety  in  the  streams  and  water-courses  'which  are  used  for  the 
growing  of  water  crosses,.. 


Sanitary  Conveniences,  The  approximate  number  of  separate  premises, 
containing  sanitary  conveniences , 3902,  is  made  up  as  follows i- 


W.C.’s  into  drainage  system... 
W.C.’S  into  Cesspits...  ... 
Earth  Closets  or  privy  middens 

Pail  Cl. Sot s ...  ...  ... 


978 

. 1628 
. 402 

905 


Number  of  houses  not  connected  to  the  public  water 


supply . . . 


1134. 


Scavenging.  k scheme  for  refuse  disposal  and  collection  in  the  Rural 
District  is  a necessity  and  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit,  I hope 
that  this  service  will  be  made  available.  The  salvage  scheme  of  the 
war  demonstrated  the  amount  of  rubbish  that  is  inseparable  from  our 
modern  life  and  the  disposal  of  this  refuse  is  essential  if  the  face  of 
the  country  is  not  to  bo  defiled.  There  is  small  use  in  campaigns  f .r 

the  reduction  of  the  rat  menace,  if  every  ditch  and  copse  is  to  b^  made 
the  depository  of  refuse  and  facilities  for  the  removal  of  waste  and 
rubbish  are  as  essential  for  th , rural  as  for  the  urban  housewife. 
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Following  is  the  Report  of  the  r nior  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  the  work  which  has  been  carried,  ou.  during  the  year  - a 
ropers  which  is  the  more  creditable  when  It  is  remembered  that 
during  the  whole  year  he  has  been  without  ■ qualified 
assist ar.ee  , 

REPORT  CF  THS  SANITARY  INS PH AT OR.  Year  ended  31st 
" " " ' ' “ ' De'cenbo  r,~  ~19i5~" 


Housing . 

With  the  coming  of  Peace , Housing  once  again  becane  the 
principal  occupation  of  my  department,.  So  far  as  the  Councils 
own  proposals  were  concerned,  work  had  been  commenced  upon  the 
site  for  20  temporary  houses  at  Sutton  Valence  and  tenders  had 
been  opened  for  the  first  four  houses  of  your  permanent  building 
programme.  This  modest  start  does  not  of  course  give  a complete 
picture  of  your  activities  in  Housing  during  the  year.  Your 
architect  had  been  busy  preparing  working  drawings  of  the  various 
types  to  be  included  in  your  schemes  and  in  fact  by  tho  middle 
of  1946  you  should  have  accepted  tenders  for  and  have  in  course 
of  erection  the  whole  of  the  150  houses  proposed  as  your  first 
year  programme  ,, 

81  plans  were  submitted  to  you  during  the  yoar  made  up  as 


f ollows  J- 

Number 
Submit ted „ 

Approved. 

Dis- 

Approved 

1.  New  houses  or  bungalows. 

12 

7 

5 

2,  Conversions  of  buildings  to 

dwellings . 

9 

6 

3 

3.  Rebuilding  of  War  Damaged 

houses . 

1 

1 

- 

4 , Other  build ing s „ 

49 

46 

3 

5,  Preliminary  applications  for 
consent  under  Planning. 

10 

5 

5 

81 

65 

16 

Two  applications  for  now  houses  and  one  preliminary 
application  refu.sed  on  planning  grounds  were  allowed  by  tho 
Minister  of  Town  and  Country  Planning  on  appeal. 


.All  tho  - disapprovals  were  on  planning  grounds;  two  of  the 
number  being  a Iso  disapproved  under  your  Building  Byelaws. 

Four  dwellings  and  twenty  s:;x  other  buildings  wore  completed 
boforo  the  end  of  the  year. 

Housing  Repn, ir s , 

Tho  ysoar  saw  very  little  repair  work  undertaken  because  tho 
majority  ctf  labour  in  your  area  was  still  engaged  upon  War  Damage 
repairs,  Rout  more  work  In  thus  direction  was  getting  under  way 
towards  the  end  of  tho  yeor.  The  Housing  Survey  had  not  commenced 
bo  caused,  of  lack  of  staff  to  deal  with  it. 

War  lamcage , 

TJ?ho  yoar  saw  tho  pro^ ° ^1  completion  of  tho  repair  of 
premi.se s damages  in  your  Disfcr * , 


1. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies 


5 cowkcepors  and  dairymen  woro  registered  in  respect  of  new 
promises  and  1 in  respect  of  change  of  occupier. 


The  total  number  of  registered  milk  traders  in  your  District 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was 


Ordinary, 

Accredited. 

Tuberculin 

Tested. 

CowkocpGrs  and  Wholesale 

Purveyors . . . 

55 

10 

11 

C owko o pe  r s and  Who le s a le 

and  Retail  Purveyors,. , 

43 

3 

3 

Cow keepers  and  Retail 

Purveyors... 

27 

- 

- 

Ratailcrs  only. . . 

31 

- 

- 

156 

13 

14 

Total  number  of  registered 

traders ... 

• • f • • • 

• • . 183 . 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  th<  only  traders  with 
Accredited  or  Tuberculin  Tested  herds  are  wholesalers.  This  is 
in  the  main  due  to  the  fact  that  these  traders  have  the  largo 
herds,  but  the  fact  that  the  milk  from  those  herds  is  largely 
supplied  to  retailers  in  the  towns  may  have  some  bearing. 

The  cleanliness  of  herds,  utensils  and  promises  was  better 
during  tho  year  and  I am  confident  that  the  next  few  years,  with 
conditions  nearer  normal,  will  see  a great  improvement. 

Moat  Inspection. 


Under  emergency  food-control  regulations,  slaughtering  for 
the  District  has  continued  to  be  centralised  in  the  Borough  of 
Maidstone,  and  local  slaughter-houses  have  suspended  operation, 
with  the  exception  of  tho  Bacon  Factory  at  Lenham,  Carcases 
inspected  and  condemned  are  shown  in  the  following  tabic  :** 


Cattle  Sheep 


excluding 
Cows  . 

C ow  s . 

Calves 

. and 
Lambs  . 

Pigs . 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

Nil  c 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

7,119 

No.  inspected. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

27 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis . 

Who  le  carcases  c o ndo  nine  d 

. Nil . 

Nil. 

Nil . 

Nil. 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
c ondemned. 

Nil. 

Nil , 

Nil. 

Nil , 

5 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis . 

Nil. 

Nil , 

Nil, 

Nil. 

18«5$ 

Note  „ 

The  carcases  condemned  were  of 

animals 

which 

had  died 

in 

transit-asphyxia . 
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Cattle 
excluding 
Cows , 

Cows . 

Calvos , 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs . 

Pigs . 

Tuberculosis  only, 

'Whole  carcases  condemned 

. Nil . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil, 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil . 

8 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis . 

Nil. 

Nil . 

Nil, 

Nil. 

74$ 

of 

It  will  bo  no  tod.  that /the  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  the 
number  inspected  is  only  0,37  per  cent,  and  of  those  92  per  cent  were 
diseased,  either  wholly  or  in  some  part  or  organ*  With  the  limited 
staff  available  i.t  is  impossible  to  inspect  every  pig  slaughtered, 
and  the  arrangement  come  to  with  the  management  of  the  Bacon 
Factory,  whereby  the  Sanitary  Department  is  notified  who  no  ve  r any 
unusual  condition  is  observed,  has  boon  continued.  Whilst  I am 
satisfied  that  the  management  operate  this  arrangement  conscientiously 
it  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  because  without  examination 
by  a qualified  and  experienced  person  there  must  at  times  bo  carcases 
which,  whilst  they  appear  to  be  sound,  may  bo  found  not  entirely 
satisfactory  after  oxport  examination. 

In  addition  to  the  meat  shown  In  the  table  a.bovo,  1 evt ,91  lbs. 
of  food  from  the  several  N.A.A.F.I.  Canteens  in  the  area  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  consisting  mainly  of  tinned  moat 
and  milk. 


Total  weights  of  meat  surrenc,  red  for  the  year  were  i- 

All  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis : 

whole  carcases  ...  ...  ... 

All  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis: 

parts  only  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis:  whole  carcases  diseased  .. 

Tuberculosis:  parts  only  diseased  ... 


# 

I • < 
• • • 
• • # 


• 0 0 
« » • 
0 0 0 


T . C . lbs 
4.  49, 

29. 
14.  89. 

84. 


1.  0.  27, 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS . 


General. 


Visits  for  purposes  of  water -sampling. . . 
Other  visits  connected  with  water-supply 

Drainage  . ... 

Sewage  disposal  and  sewers  

Refuse  disposal  


Salvage  

Stables  and  piggeries 
Animals  kept  so  as  to 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Hopper  camps  . . . 
Factories  power. 
Factories  - non-power 
Workplaces  ...  ... 

Outworkers'  premises 
Rats  and  mice  ... 
Building  Byelaws. . . 
Petroleum  Stores... 
Miscellaneous 


cause 


nuisance 


59 

31 

45 
16 

5 

46 

3 

25 

36 

2 

6 


112 

82 

17 

326 


Housing. 


Initial  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act  ...  20 
Revisits  under  the  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  27 
Initial  inspections  under  the  xxo  vising  Acts  ...  11 
Revisits  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  12 
Initial  inspections  concerning  overcrowding  ...  3 
Revisits  concerning  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  3 
Initial  inspections  of  Filthy  and  Verminous  premises.  21 
Revisits  of  Filthy  and  Verminous  premises  ....  ...  32 
Inspections  of  war  damage  to  property  ...  ...  2824 
Visits  to  Council  Cottages  ...  ...  ...  48 
Miscellaneous  housing  visits...  ...  ...  ...  38 


Infectious  Disease. 


Visits  for  disinfection,  with  or  without  inquiry...  35 
Other  visits  concerned  with  infectious  disease  ...  2 

Meat  and  other  foods. 

Slaughter  Houses 21 

But  cher  s ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Fishmongers 

Bakehouses...  4 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  36 

Visits  to  collect  Milk  Samples 79 

Restaurants  and  cafes  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Food  premises  12 

Visits  concerned  with  preparation  for  food 

decontamination.  4 

Miscellaneous ...  6 


Total  visit  for  the  year  1945.  3953 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


General  snitation  and  housing  defects. 


New  drains  provided  or  drains  reconstructed. 

House  drains  cleansed  or  repaired  

Houses  provided  with  new  water-closets  ... 

Water-closets  repaired.  ...  

New  sinks  with  trapped  wastes  provided  ... 

New  trapped  wastes  fitted  to  sinks  

New  gullies  provided  for  sinks  

Cesspools  and  privy-pits  cleansed  or  repaired 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 

Ponds  and  water  courses  cleansed  

Filthy  premises  cleansed  . . , 

Verminous  premises  disinfected  

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  

Roofs  repaired. ...  

Gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  ... 

Floors  and  staircases  repaired  

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  

Windows  and  doors  repaired  ...  

Yards  paved , . • 

Grates  and  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  , . . 
Coppers  repaired  or  renewed...  ...  ... 

Sash-lines  repaired  ...  ... 


12 

9 

2 

5 
1 

19 

6 
1 

21 

6 

23 


4 

3 

9 

8 


Water  Supplies. 

Total  number  of  houses  in  district  supplied  with  main 


water...  3392 


Houses  connected  to  mains  during  1945.. 

• 

• • • 

• • • 

Wells  examined  ...  

• • • 

« « • 

• • • 

- 

Wells  repaired  

• • • 

• • • 

• 99 

- 

Rainwater  tanks  examined  ...  ... 

000 

• • • 

4 4 9 

32 

Rainwater  tanks  repaired  or  cleansed 

• • » 

• • • 

9 9 9 

12 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  ... 

* • « 

» ♦ • 

9 9 9 

56 

Premises  repaired  or  reconstructed 

# • • 

t t • 

• 49 

10 

Bakehouses. 

Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

9 4 • 

5 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  ... 

• • 4 

• • • 

9 4 9 

2 

Infectious  disease. 

Notification  received  ....  ... 

9 9 0 

• • ♦ 

4 9 4 

261 

Medical  Certificates  received  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

ft 9 9 

261 

Visits  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector... 

• • • 

• • • 

4 9 9 

37 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• 49 

15 

Number  of  vehicles  disinfected  ... 

• • • 

# • • 

4 4 9 

- 

Patients  removed  to  isolation  hospital 

• • • 

• 44 

4 9 9 

8 

Notices. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served... 

• • • 

• 94 

9 4 9 

84 

Number  of  informal  notices  compiler1  with 

4 9 9 

.4  9 9 

82 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served. , 

• 1 » 

9 9 9 

9 4 9 

- 

Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with 

4 9 4 

• 4 0 

— 

C.3  (iv).  No  premises  were  inspected 

during 

c+ 

G> 

year. 

Following  is  a tabular  statement  she  /ing  the  Inspections  made 
of  Factories  and  workplaces,  and  showing  the  defects  found,  the 
action  taken  and  the  result. 


M 


TABLE  1. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 


(Inspections  made  by  Sanitary 

Inspectors ) 

Number  of 

Premises  1 apections 

Written  Occupiers 
Notices.  Prosecuted. 

in  ~w) 

“[31  (4 T 

Factories  with  mechanical  power.  2 

Factories  without  mechanical  power.  6 

Other  premises  under  the  net 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers 
premises).  1 

Workplaces. 

_ — 

TOTAL  12 

TABLE  2. 

DEFECTS  FOUND  IN 

FACTORIES 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Particulars . 

Number 

of  Defects 

Referred 

Number  of 
defects  in 

Found. 

Remedied. 

to  E.M. 
Inspector. 

respect  of 
which  Pros- 

ecutions  were 
instituted. 


■fry  (21 (si m (5j 


Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l. ) 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Over  crowding  (S.2.) 
Unreasonable 

— 

•- 

— 

temperature  (S.3.) 
Inadecuate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4.  ) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S. 6. ) 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences. 

(S.7. ) 

— 

— 

— 

... 

Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Not  separate  for  sexes. 

- 

~ 

- 

— 

Other  offences. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL. 

7 

7 

- 

- 

C,3(v)  CAMPING  SITES.  No  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 
C.3(vi)  SMOKE  ■ ABATEMENT.  No  action  lias  been  necessary  during  1945. 
Q.3(vii)  SWIMMING  BATES  AND  POOLS.  There  are  no  swimming  baths  which 
are  open  to  the  Public  in  the  District. 

C. 3 ( viii ) ERADICATION  OF  BE Dr BUGS, 

(1) (a)  No  Council  Houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs 

during  the  year. 

(b)  Two  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  and  were  disinfected. 

(2)  T~e  method  employed  for  freeing  the  above  places  from 
vermin  was  spraying  with  liquid  insecticide. 


SECTION 


HOUSING-  o 

During  the  year,  no  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Local 
Luther  ity . 

The  information  regarding  housing  in  the  Rural  District  is 
set  out  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  ashed  for  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  Other  details  in  connection  with  housing  will  be  found 
in  the  report  furnished  by  the  Sanita.  Inspector. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  Housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  .acts)  11. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  rhe  purpose,  23. 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  Sub- 

head (1)  above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations .1932. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation.. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  pro  oding  Sub-Head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  r cts  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation*  11 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year,  without  service 
c f Eo rmal  Notices;- 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
authority  or  their  officers. 


3.  nation  under  Statutory  Powers  '.ring  the  yoar:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Lot,  1936;- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  ‘which 
notices  wore  served  requiring  repairs. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  cf  formal  notices 

(a)  by  Owners, 

(b)  by  Local  authority  in  default  of  owners. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  rets;- 

(1)  Number  of  dTwel ling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  wore  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied, 

(2)  Number  of  dwell  irg-^susos  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  son  cf  formal  notices 


by  Owners. 

by  Local  Authority  in  uc fault  of  Owners. 


11 


20 


U) 

(b) 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  w t,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  whioh 
Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  let ,1936, 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closin'  Orders  were  made. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  dotormined 
the  tenements  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding :- 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 


ond  of  the  year.  86 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein.  102 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein.  581 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year.  3 


(o)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year. 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases. 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local 
authority  have  taken  stops  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding. 


PUBLIC  HHj.JL.TH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOLLINGBOURN  RUR/J,  DISTRICT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - P.J^COB  GKFFIKIN,  M.C . ,M.D. ,B.Ch. , 

B . .ii. . 0 . , D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  - CHLuS,  'if.  PL.Gr",  C.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.L. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  - Office  vacant  throughout  the  year. 


SECTION  ”1!" 

Milk  Suwoly.  36  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  made. 
Samples  of  milk  for  examination  under  the  Spcoial  Designations  Orders 
wore  takon  by  your  Officers  for  the  Kent  County  Council  and 
oxaminod  at  the  County  Laboratory. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods.  The  centralisation  of  slaughtering  in 
Maidstone  and  tho  suspension  of  work  in  local  slaughter-houses  has 
made  inspection  a much  loss  pressing  difficulty,  but  with  the  return 
to  pre-war  conditions  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  question  of 
adequate  inspection  of  meat  will  not  be  overlooked. 

Chomioal  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food,  This  is  carried 
out  at  the  Laboratories  of  the  Kent  County  Council. 


- 11 
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) 
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SUCTION  "F" 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  Disease- . 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  amount  of  infectious 
diseaseduring  the  year  has  been  Ion,  though  there  was  a considerable- 
number  of  cases  of  measles  among  the  children.  Soarlet  fever 
notifications  numbered  10,  as  against  28  in  1944  and  47  in  1943. 

It  is  notable  that  in  1945  there  was  not  a single  case  of  diphtheria 
notified  and  this  must  I am  sure  bo  attributed  to  the  campaign  for 
immunisation  against  this  disease,  though  the  percentage  of 
Children  notified  has  not  yet  reached  tho  level  where  wo  oould 
hope  to  have  a permanent  safeguard  against  an  outbreak.  The 
provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  the  cases  of  infectious 
disease  is  still  not  such  as  can  bo  considered  satisfactory. 
Small-pox  bods  are  now  provided  by  tho  County  Council  for  tho 
whole  County  and  there  hav^  boon  no  cases  of  this  disease,  in 
spite  of  tho  fears  that  were  felt  for  the  offects  of  the  end  of 
the  war  in  Europe.  The  Hollingbourn  Rural  District  Council  has 
an  arrangement  for  tho  admission  of  cases  of  dipthcria  and 
soarlot  fever  to  the  hospital  belonging  to  tho  Maidstone  Rural 
District  Council,  but  for  other  infectious  diseases,  such  as 
oorebrospinal  meningitis  or  poliomyelitis,  Hollingbourn  is 
dependant  on  the  good  will  and  help  of  other  authorities  and 
in  the  past  year  I have  had  to  depend  on  the  Maidstone  Borough 
Hospital  for  the  admission  of  cases  other  than  scarlet  fever. 

I would  again  urge  tho  need  for  a larger  Isolation  Hospital, 
to  serve  a larger  area  and  a combination  of  authorities,  with 
accommodation  for  every  type  of  cas^  requiring  isolation 
hospital  treatment. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases,  other  than 
tuberculosis,  during  1945  were  as  follows 


Disease . 

Total  cases  Cases  admitted 

notified.  to  Hospital, 

Total 
Deaths . 

Smallpox. 
Scarlet  Never. 
Diphtheria 
Pneumonia 
Measles . 
Whooping  Cough 
Erysipelas . 
Dysentery. 

10 

4 

231 

14 

1 

1 

8 

5 

261. 

8 

5 

Examination  of 

Pathological  Specimens. 

Positive . 

Negative . 

Total. 

Tuberculosis . 

Q 

- 

8 

Various . 

5 

5 

13 

- 

13 

- 1?  - 


I give  below  a table  showing  the  state  of  immunisation  in  the 
Rural  District  at  the  end  of  1945. 

TABLE  1.  IMIOTISaTION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION, 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course 
of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December, 1945. 


Age  at  31.12.45. 
i.e.  Born  in  the 
year. 

Under  1 

1945. 

— 

1 

1944. 

2 

1943 

3 

1942 

4 

.1941. 

5-9 

1936/40 

10-14. 

.1931/35. 

Total 

under 

15 

Number 

Immunised. 

4 

85 

109 

47 

66 

487 

465 

1263 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

1945. 

. 1090 

1990 

3080 

TaBLE  2.  DIPHTHERIa  NOTIFICATIONS  aND  DEATHS  IN  1945  IN 

' RNLaTICN  " TO  ~ IMLiUNISLTION.  ' 


NOTIFICATIONS 

DEaTHS 

i at  date  of 
:ification. 

Number 
of  cases 
Notified 

Number  of 
cases  included 
in  preceding 
column  in 
which  the  child 
had  completed  a 
full  course  of 
immunisation. 

- - - 

Lgo  at 
date  of 
death. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

No.  of  cases 
included  in 
preceding 
column  in 
which  the 
child  had 
completed  a 
full  course 
of  immunise  tier 

idcr  1 

✓ 

Under  1 

s 

V 

1 

y 

s 

1 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

2 

■> 

2 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

...  - // 

3 

y 

3 

\ 

\ 

4 

V 

1 4 

✓ 

> 

to  9 

X 1 

5 to  9 

_ _ * _ ----- I - - . . . 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

to  14/"’ 

10  to  14 

tals . 

NIL 

j 

NIL 

Totals . 

NIL 

NIL 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCiSR  DURING  1945 


Ape  Groups, 


0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

55 

45 

55 

65 


• • • • • • 

• • • # • • 


ft  • ft 


ft  ft  ft 


ft  • • 


and  upwards 


Total 


Above  is  an  analysis  of  tho  deaths  from  malignant  disease,  according 
to  age  groups.  No  information  is  available  as  to  the  incidence  of 
cancer  in  any  particular  occupation. 


Prevention  of  Blindness.  Specialist  advice  and  treatment  for 
ophthalmic  diseases  and  injuries  is  available  at  the  Kent  County 
Ophthalmic  Hospital  in  Maidstone.  No  action  was  taken  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  or  for  the  treatmen  t of  persons  suffering  from  disease 
of  or  injury  to  tho  eyes.  No  notifications  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
was  received  during  1945. 

Tuberculosis . No  action  was  taken  during  1945  under  the  Public 
Health^  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  net,  1936. 


Below  is  a table  showing  the  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  reported 
during  the  year  and  the  mortality  from  this  disease :- 


NEW  CASES  iiND  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YiAAi  1945. 


New 

Cases . 

Deaths , 

Non- 

Non- 

Age 

periods . 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary  Pulmor 

Id  IV  • 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  M. 

F. 

0 

• « • • • 

I 

. 

mmm 

1 

— 

1 

ft  • • • • * 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— 

5 

• • • • • • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

_ - 

- 

15 

• ft  • 4 ft  ft 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

25 

• • • ft  ft  ft 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

35 

• • ft  ft  ft  ft 

— 

- 

m 

- 

- 

3 

- 

45 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

55 

• • ft  ft  • ft 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

- - 

- 

65 

and  upwards . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 1 

- 

Total 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

5 3 

- 

The  number 

of  deaths 

from  all  forms 

of  Tuberculosis  which  had 

bee 

n notified  was  4. 

The 

number 

■which 

had  not  bee 

n notified  was  6. 

Th^ 

ratio  of  non-notified 

Tuberculosis  d 

oaths  to  th 

o T tal  num.bc 

Jl 

of 

Tuberculosis 

deaths 

was 

thus  • 

60  to  1 

• 

14 
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H 
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• 
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• 

• 

• 

^ H* 

- p* 

• 

• 

• 

• P* 

0 

0 

• 

• 

. 0 

* a 

m 

• 

• 

• P 

• 4 

9 

• 

• 

• ct 

• 0 

9 

• 

• 

• 

• p 

9 

Cl- 

16.1 

19.1 

19.2 

15.7 

15.1 

Livo  Births . 

FTCT 

* p 

PI  O ct 

o o o 
a o 
• *0 
o 0 
4)  4 

+ • ■ • • • • 

bo  tP  d cn  fP 

CD  O w 00  OD 

Still  Births. 

H H H H H 

H 05  CO  05  H 

• • • • • 

CD  00  05  Cn  tP 

All  causes. 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1000  Population. 

III  1 l 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

III  1 ! 

Smallpox. 

.02  | 

.02 

i 

1 

.02 

.01 

■ ■ J 

Measles . 

ill  I i 

Scarlet  Fever. 

• • • » 

too  o o 

CO  H CO  CO 

Vfhooping  Gough. 

.02 

.02 

.02 

.01 

— L_j 

Diphtheria 

.08 

.07 

.07 

.07 

.07 

Influenza. 

<2  -o  cn 

l . * • . 

1 OD  cn  oo  cn 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 
unde  r 2 ye  ars . 

Rate  per 
each  1000 

Live  Births. 

j 46 

54 

43 

53 

42 

Total  Deaths 
under  1 year. 
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BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  1945 
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TOTAL  DEATHS  1945 


I-IQLLING30URN  RURAL  DISTRICT, 


Causes  of  death. 


M.  P. 


1. 

Typhoid  fever. , , • ... 

m % • 

ft  « « 

ft  ft  * 

• ft  * 

ft  ft  • 

- 

- 

2. 

Corebro-spinal  fever. 

ft  4 • 

• « < 

ft  ft  % 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

— 

— 

3 . 

Scarlet  fever,,.  ... 

• 44 

ft  • • 

ft  « ft 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  • • 

- 

- 

A 

*.•  - 

4 

R'ho  oping  Cough  ... 

4 4 t 

ft  ft  ft 

V ft  ft 

« ft  ft 

» 4 ft 

-ft 

- 

5 , 

Diphtheria  

tf  • 1 

ft  » « 

4 ft  ft 

ft  4 ft 

- 

- 

6 . 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  Sys 

tern 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft 

2 

5 

7. 

Other  Tuberculosis  ... 

• ft  • 

ft  • • 

ft  • ft 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  4 4 

3 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  disease s... 

« « • 

ft  • ft 

* • ft 

ft  ft  f 

« ft  ft 

— 

9. 

Influenza.  ...  ... 

It* 

ft  • • 

ft  • ft 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  • ft 

1 

- 

10. 

Measles . , « » . . ... 

ft  * • 

ft  4 ft 

ft  ft  ft 
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The  above  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  parishes 

Lcnham,  Sutton  Valence.  Frinsted.  Boxley.  Stockbury.  Headcorn.  Lee 

1.  3.  1.  1.  1.  1.  1 
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ANALYSIS  OP  OASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
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ANALYSIS  OP  DEATHS  OP  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
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GENERAL-  S U M M A R Y. 


E s t imn ted  Resident 
Area.  (Acres)  ... 
Persons  per  Acre. 
Annual  Birth  Rate 
Annual  Death  Rate 


population.  ... 

»«• 

t t « • • • • • • 

per  1,000  population 
pe  r 1 , 000  popula t ion 


Births  - Male  119.  Ferule  96  ... 
Deaths  - Male  95.  Ferx.lc  75  ... 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate. 
Other  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ... 

Cancer  Death  Rato...  ...  ... 


Pneumonia  (all  forms)  Death  Rate 


14,200 
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0*25 
15  * 1 
11*8 
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1*15 
•35 
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